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OVERVIEW TABLE

THURSDAY APRIL 16

10.00 Registration Desk Opening

AUDITORIUMAUDITORIUM GREEN ROOMGREEN ROOM ONICE ROOMONICE ROOM

8.30-10.30 IKS Board
P. 20P. 20

10.30-10.50

10.50-12.00

Corneal tomography and 
biomechanic: let’s hunt for 

the monsters
P. 20P. 20

12.00-12.15

12.15-12.30
Opening speech Congress 

introduction
P. 10P. 10

12.30-14.00 SESSION 1
Keratoconus: local disease 

or systemic disorder?
P. 10P. 10

14.00-14.15

Free Papers 
and Videos Session

P. 20P. 20

14.15-14.20

14.20-14.30 SESSION 2
Keratoconus, ocular surface 
inflammation and dry eye: 

cause or consequence? 
P. 11P. 11

14.30-16.00 Skill Lab Course:
FEMTO-DALK

Instructors: 
R. Fogla (India), 
C. Bovone (Italy)

P. 26P. 26

16.00-16.25

16.25-16.30

16.30-17.00

SESSION 3
Keratoconus diagnosis and 
classification: state of the 
art or work in progress?

P. 11P. 11
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FEMTO-DALK
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J. Mehta (Singapore), 

V. Romano (Italy)
P. 26P. 26

17.00-18.00

 Epidemiology, personality 
traits and psychological 

approach in keratoconus
P. 22P. 22

18.00-18.30
The lords of the rings

P. 22P. 22
18.30-18.40

18.40-19.00

BOOTHS 29-30BOOTHS 29-30

16.30-18.30 EYESEE ARENA POSTER SESSION
P. 33P. 33
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OVERVIEW TABLE
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P. 26P. 26
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11.15-12.00 SESSION 4 - PART 2
CXL and Corneal 

Remodeling: state 
of the art or work in 

progress?
P. 13P. 13

12.00-12.30

12.30-12.55

12.55-13.00

13.00-14.00 IVIS Symposium
P. 14P. 14

14.00-14.30
SESSION 5

Intracorneal ring 
segments in 

keratoconus: is the 
future allogenic?

P. 15P. 15

SISO-AOPI 
Symposium

 with the 
participation 

of SOPTI
P. 23P. 23

Industry Meeting 
SIFI
P. 30P. 3014.30-15.00 Skill Lab Course: 
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16.00-16.20
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SESSION 6
DALK and 

Intrastromal 
lenticles for 

keratoconus: 
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approaches?

P. 16P. 16
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Instructors: 
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P. 26P. 26
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18.30-19.00

19.00-19.25
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OVERVIEW TABLE

SATURDAY APRIL 18
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8.30-9.00

SESSION 7
Keratoconus and 
cataract surgery: 
state of the art or 
work in progress?

P. 17P. 17

Skill Lab Course: 
CAIRS PRO

Instructors: 
C. Gordillo 

(Argentina), 
A. Kilic (Turkey)

P. 27P. 27

9.00-9.30 Industry Meeting 
FIDIA
P. 24P. 249.30-10.00

10.00-10.15

10.15-10.30

SOPTI Symposium
P. 24P. 24

AIMO Symposium
 with the 

participation 
of AICHE

P. 32P. 32

10.30-10.45
Skill Lab Course: 

CAIRS PRO

Instructors: 
C. Mazzotta (Italy), 
A. Spinnato (Italy), 

M. Zagari (Italy)
P. 27P. 27

10.45-10.50

10.50-11.30
SESSION 8

Phakic IOL's in 
keratoconus: safe 
solution or risky 

choice? 
P. 18P. 18

11.30-12.30

12.30-13.00

13.00-13.10

IKS Closing 
Remarks and IKS 
Announcements
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T H U R S D AY  A P R I L  1 6T H U R S D AY  A P R I L  1 6

12:15-12:25	 OPENING SPEECH AND CONGRESS INTRODUCTION
	 President and IKS General Secretary Congress Opening & Welcome 

R. Alsaidi (Oman), C. Mazzotta (Italy), M. Sinjab (Uae)

12:30-14:15 • SESSION 1 
KERATOCONUS: LOCAL DISEASE OR SYSTEMIC DISORDER?

President: C. Mazzotta (Italy) 
Moderators on the stage: R. Mencucci (Italy), J. Mehta (Singapore),   

P. Khamar (India), B. Seitz (Germany)

12:30-12:44	 FILIPPO LIPPI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Keratoconus and associated corneal dystrophies - B. Seitz (Germany)

12:44-12:57	 Factors influencing keratoconus progression - S. Koh (Japan) 🎵

12:57-13:11 	 FILIPPO BRUNELLESCHI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 New insights in keratoconus pathophysiology and genetic - J. Mehta (Singapore) 

13:11-13:19	 Hormones and Keratoconus: beyond traditional targets - A. Elmassry (Egypt)

13:19-13:27	 Parainflammation and allergy as causes of keratoconus progression - A. Di Zazzo (Italy)

13:27-13:35	 The effects of vitamin D on keratoconus progression - G. Ferrari (Italy)

13:35-13:43	 Gene therapy for keratoconus, where are we now? - P. Khamar (India) 

13:43-14:15 • ROUND TABLE  
Understanding the multifactorial roots of keratoconus progression  

to shape preventive and personalized care
Panelists: F. D'Esposito (Italy), A. Di Zazzo (Italy), A. Elmassry (Egypt), G. Ferrari (Italy),  

G. Gabbriellini (Italy), F. Giansanti (Italy), S. Koh (Japan),  
C. Rocha De Lossada (Spain), A. Zilfyan (Armenia)
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14:20-16:25 • SESSION 2
KERATOCONUS, OCULAR SURFACE INFLAMMATION AND DRY EYE: CAUSE OR CONSEQUENCE?

President: S. Lazreg (Algeria) 
Moderators on the stage: B. Cochener (France), A. Di Zazzo (Italy), C. Gagliano (Italy),   

S. Hamada (Uk)

14:20-14:34	 SANDRO BOTTICELLI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Keratoconus ocular surface inflammation and dry eye - S. Lazreg (Algeria) 

14:34-14:42	 Ocular surface microbiota in keratoconus: how do environment and lifestyle influence 
onset and progression? - D. Borroni (Italy)

14:42-14:56	 PIERO DELLA FRANCESCA MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 From bench to blink: translating tear biomarker research into clinical keratoconus 

S. Hamada (Uk) 

14:56-15:04	 Keratoconus progression and management in paediatric patients suffering from vernal 
keratoconjuctivitis - R. Barbara (Israel)

15:04-15:18 	 DONATELLO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Modern management of inflammatory dry eye in keratoconus and ocular surface 

inflammation - G. Giannaccare (Italy)

15:18-15:26	 CXL and antiprotease activity in ocular surface inflammation and dry eye: first translational 
evidences - C. Mazzotta (Italy)

15:26-15:40	 ANNA MARIA LUISA DE' MEDICI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Insights into keratoconus etiology and mechanical stress hypothesis - B. Cochener (France) 

15:40-15:48	 Regenerating the corneal stroma in keratoconus - J. Aliò (Spain)

15:48-16:25 • ROUND TABLE
Targeting inflammation and ocular surface health as keys  

to halting disease progression and improving quality of life
Panelists: J. Aliò (Spain), R. Barbara (Israel), M. Belin (Usa), D. Borroni (Italy),  

R. Giglio (Italy), S. Hamada (Uk), C. Mazzotta (Italy),  L. Vigo (Italy)

16:30-18:40 • SESSION 3
KERATOCONUS DIAGNOSIS AND CLASSIFICATION: STATE OF THE ART OR WORK IN PROGRESS?

President: S. Awwad (Lebanon) 
Moderators on the stage: J. Aliò (Spain), R. Ambrosio jr (Brasil), M. Belin (Usa), R. Vinciguerra (Italy)

16:30-16:44 	LORENZO IL MAGNIFICO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Keratoconus multimodal diagnosis: a paradigm shift - R. Ambrosio jr (Brasil) 
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16:44-16:52 	 What’s new in corneal indices for keratoconus diagnosis and progression  
R. Vinciguerra (Italy)

16:52-17:06 	 GIULIANO DE’ MEDICI  MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Subclinical keratoconus detection using motion-tracking brillouin microscopy  

J.B. Randleman (Usa)

17:06-17:21 	 IKS GOLD MEDAL LECTURE 🏅
	 The Belin ABCD for keratoconus staging and progression - M. Belin (Usa) 

17:21-17:29	 Setting an evidence based shareable flow chart for keratoconus diagnosis and progression  
I. Gustafsson (Sweden)

17:29-17:44	 IKS GOLD MEDAL LECTURE 🏅
	 Vision, shape and volume in keratoconus evolution - J. Aliò (Spain)

17:44-17:52	 Understanding the impact of keratoconus on patients - S. Watson (Australia)

17:52-18:06	 ALESSANDRO IL MORO  MEDAL LECTURE 🎖    
Highlights of the european reference network (ERN) consensus recommendations in 
paediatric keratoconus - L. Buzzonetti (Italy)

18:06-18:40  • ROUND TABLE
Refining diagnostic tools and classification systems  

to detect earlier, stage better, and treat smarter
Panelists: Al. Balestrazzi (Italy),  L. Buzzonetti (Italy), S. Chen (China), I. Gustafsson (Sweden),   

S.D. Klyce (Usa), L. Menabuoni (Italy), J.B. Randleman (Usa), H. Stanca (Romania), S. Watson (Australia)

F R I D AY  A P R I L  1 7F R I D AY  A P R I L  1 7

8:30-12:55 • SESSION 4
CXL AND CORNEAL REMODELING: STATE OF THE ART OR WORK IN PROGRESS?

President: M. Shafik (Egypt) 
Moderators on the stage: T. Avitabile (Italy), C. Mazzotta (Italy), R. Mencucci (Italy), M. Sinjab (Uae)

8:30-8:44	 GIOVANNI DE' MEDICI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖 
	 Contact lenses for keratoconus, which one to choose and why - A. Calossi (Italy)

8:44-8:58	 GIOVANNI DELLE BANDE NERE MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Superheroes of sclerals - B. Tompkins (Uk)
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8:58-9:13	 IKS GOLD MEDAL LECTURE 🏅
	 The state of art and evolution of crosslinking protocols - P. Vinciguerra (Italy)

9:13-9:27 	 COSIMO DE’ MEDICI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Accelerated Pulsed Light Crosslinking Protocols and M nomograms - C. Mazzotta (Italy)

9:27-9:35	 The Sub400 Crosslinking Protocol for thin corneas - E. Torres Netto (Switzerland)

9:35-9:49 	 SIMONETTA VESPUCCI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 The advantages of integrating theranostics in corneal cross-linking procedures 

R. Mencucci (Italy)

9:55-11:15 • OPENING CEREMONY
President: C. Mazzotta (Italy) 

Moderators on the stage: R. Alsaidi (Oman), T. Avitabile (Italy), A. Barbara (Israel), R. Mencucci (Italy)

9:55-10:01	 President Open Ceremony Speech - C. Mazzotta (Italy)

10:01-10:06	 Honorary President and SISO President Open Ceremony Speech - T. Avitabile (Italy)

10:06-10:21	 YARON RABINOWITZ MEDAL LECTURE 🎖: The biomechanical essence of keratoconus: its 
evaluation and treatment implications - C. Roberts (Usa)

10:21-10:33	 DAVID DI MICHELANGELO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 The epidemiology of keratoconus - R. Alsaidi (Oman) - IKS PRESIDENT
10:33-10:45	 GALILEO GALILEI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖 

Bringing keratoconus diagnostics to underserved areas of the World - S.D. Klyce (Usa)
10:45-10:57 	 DAVID DI DONATELLO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖 

Artificial intelligence in keratoconus - M. Sinjab (Uae) - IKS GENERAL SECRETARY (remote 
live lecture)

10:57-11:15	 AWARD CEREMONY 
IKS GOLD MEDALS: J. Aliò (Spain), M. Belin (Usa), S. Jacob (India), P. Vinciguerra (Italy) 
INDUSTRY INNOVATION AWARDS 
BEST PUBLICATION AWARDS

President: M. Shafik (Egypt) 
Moderators on the stage: M. Balidis (Greece), F. Hafezi (Switzerland),  

C. Mazzotta (Italy), J.A. Pereira Gomes (Brasil)

11:15-11:29 	 MICHELANGELO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 What we have learned in combined PRK/PTK procedures for keratoconus  

G. Kymionis (Greece) 
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11:29-11:43 	 PIETRO BERNINI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Topography-Guided vs Wave-Front guided vs Ray-Tracing guided R-Evolution 

M. Hosny (Egypt)

11:43-11:57 	 FERDINANDO DE’ MEDICI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Ray tracing R-evolution in customized therapeutic ablation for keratoconus 

R. Shetty (India) - (remote live lecture)

11:57-12:05	 Pace customized crosslinking protocol - F. Hafezi (Switzerland) 

12:05-12:13	 Corneal biodynamics monitoring and control: why to minimize surgical invasiveness 
G. D'Ippolito (Italy)

12:13-12:21	 Unconventional approaches for tissue saving in keratoconus management 
S. Arba Mosquera (Germany)

12:21-12:35 	 2nd DELPHI PANEL MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Highlights of the 2nd Global Consensus Conference: Delphi panel recommendations for 

keratoconus management - J.A. Pereira Gomes (Brasil) 

12:35-12:55 • ROUND TABLE 
Optimizing and innovating surgical and crosslinking protocols  

to expand safe and effective treatment options
Panelists: S. Awwad (Lebanon), M. Hosny (Egypt), P. Khamar (India),  

M. Lombardo (Italy), D.H. Scorsetti (Argentina),  
 L. Spadea (Italy), E. Torres Netto (Switzerland), P. Vinciguerra (Italy) 

13:00-14:00	 IVIS SYMPOSIUM
President: M. Shafik (Egypt) 
Panelists: G. Alessio (Italy), P. Khamar (India), C. Mazzotta (Italy), M. Shafik (Egypt)

13:00	 The Horus project: reshaping corneal surgery - G. D'Ippolito (Italy)
13:10	 Ray-Tracing: the game changer in customized ablation - M. Shafik (Egypt)
13:20	 Ray tracing tissue saving customized ablations long term results - C. Mazzotta (Italy)
13:30	 My two years experience with in remotely controlled surgery - G. Alessio (Italy)

Remotely Controlled Live Surgery
13:35	 Case presentation - M. Shafik (Egypt)
13:45	 Ray-Tracing customized live surgery
13:50	 SPG crosslinking
14:00	 Live surgery conclusions
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14:00-16:20 • SESSION 5
INTRACORNEAL RING SEGMENTS IN KERATOCONUS: IS THE FUTURE ALLOGENIC?

President: B. Cochener (France) 
Moderators on the stage: R. Albertazzi (Argentina), S. Awwad (Lebanon),  

A. Barbara (Israel), D.H. Scorsetti (Argentina)

14:00-14:14 	 RAFFAELLO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Overview of corneal stromal addition surgery - M. Nubile (Italy)

14:14-14:22	 Synthetic intrastromal rings segments in keratoconus: indications and nomograms 
optimizing the results - O. Prisant (France) 

14:22-14:36 	 ANDREA DEL SARTO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Synthetic intrastromal ring segments in keratoconus: from surgical precision to smart 

design and beyond - A. Barbara (Israel)

14:36-14.50 	 FLORENCE LILY AWARD - FOR NOVEL SURGICAL TECHNIQUES 🎖 
	 Bylimb technique a novel technique for synthetic ring segments implantation in 

keratoconus - R. Albertazzi (Argentina)

14:50-14.58	 Mastering complex keratoconus cases with progressive asymmetric rings 
C. Gordillo (Argentina)

14:58-15:13 	 IKS GOLD MEDAL LECTURE 🏅
	 Corneal allogenic intracorneal ring segments, revolutioning additive intrastromal ring 

surgery - S. Jacob (India) - (remote live lecture)

15:13-15:27 	 ROSSO FIORENTINO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Allogenic all femtolaser cut rings vs synthetic rings segments: clinical results and 

nomograms up-date - S. Awwad (Lebanon) 

15:27-15:35	 Allograft corneal ring segments: strenghts and limits - A. Kilic (Turkey)

15:35-15:49 	 SODOMA MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Crosslinked femto cairs and cairs plus: multistep strategy for refractive fine tuning in 

advanced keratoconus - M. Zagari (Italy)

15:49-16:20 • ROUND TABLE 
Exploring the evolution from synthetic to biologic implants  

to personalize keratoconus surgery
Panelists: R. Albertazzi (Argentina), J. Alfonso Sánchez (Spain), N. Al Raqqad (Jordan),   

E. Coşkunseven (Turkey), H. Kammoun (Tunisia), A. Kilic (Turkey), O. Prisant (France), V. Romano (Italy)
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16:25-19:25 • SESSION 6
DALK AND INTRASTROMAL LENTICLES FOR KERATOCONUS: COMPETING 

OR COMPLEMENTARY APPROACHES?

President: L. Fontana (Italy) 
Moderators on the stage: J.L. Güell (Spain), M. Hosny (Egypt) V. Romano (Italy), N. Sharma (India)

16:25-16:39 	 BENVENUTO CELLINI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Slak: stromal lenticles addiction keratoplasty - L. Mastropasqua (Italy)

16:39-16:53 	 GIOTTO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Xenogeneic intrastromal lenticles implants: a new hope for advanced KC - M. Shafik (Egypt)

16:53-17:01	 Customized xenogeneic intrastromal lenticles for advanced keratoconus - M. Ghabra (Uk)

17:01-17:15 	 MASACCIO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
 	 Excimer laser remodeling (tissue out) vs allogenic rings vs lenticles (tissue in): indications, 

lights and shadows - M. Balidis (Greece)

17:15-17:23	 When is the time to switch to DALK and DALK strategies - D.H. Scorsetti (Argentina)

17:23-17:37 	 LEON BATTISTA ALBERTI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Corneal transplants and beyond: challenges for eye banking in the era of keratoconus 

additive surgery - D. Ponzin (Italy)

17:37-17.45	 Manual DALK for keratoconus: tricks and tips for a successful result - V. Scorcia (Italy)

17:45-17:59 	 PAOLO UCCELLO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Femtolaser DALK for keratoconus: when, how and why - R. Fogla (India)

17:59-18:13 	 PONTORMO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Intraoperative OCT in all keratoplasty techniques for keratoconus - L. Fontana (Italy)

18:13-18:21	 How to correct post keratoplasty refractive error - E. Pedrotti (Italy) 

18:21-18:29	 Neoring in DALK for keratoconus - J. Alfonso Sánchez (Spain) 

18:29-18:43 	LORENZO GHIBERTI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Artificial corneas - C. Liu (Uk) 

18:43-19:25 • ROUND TABLE
Evaluating advanced surgical strategies not as rivals,  

but as complementary solutions for tailored care
Panelists: An. Balestrazzi (Italy), M. Balidis (Greece), C. Bovone (Italy), R. Fogla (India), A. Franch (Italy),  

M. Ghabra (Uk), L. Mastropasqua (Italy), M. Nubile (Italy), D. Ponzin (Italy),  
V. Scorcia (Italy), D.H. Scorsetti (Argentina), G.M. Tosi (Italy)
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8:30-10:45 • SESSION 7
KERATOCONUS AND CATARACT SURGERY: STATE OF THE ART OR WORK IN PROGRESS?

President: M. Balidis (Greece) 
Moderators on the stage: R. Ambrosio Jr (Brasil), A. Armia (Egypt),   

D. Gatinel (France), D. Tognetto (Italy)

8.30-8.44 	 CATERINA DE’ MEDICI “INNOVATOR” MEDAL LECTURE 🎖  
	 Intrastromal keratoplasty using biosynthetic corneas versus human donor corneas in 

advanced keratoconus - N. Sharma (India)

8:44-8:58	 IL VERROCCHIO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Selecting appropriate intraocular lens options for best outcomes after cataract surgery in 

keratoconus - M. Nanavaty (Uk)

8:58-9:12	 DOMENICO IL GHIRLANDAIO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Cataract surgery in keratoconic eyes: ray-tracing vs regression formulas IOL selection 

A. Armia (Egypt)

9:12-9:20	 Toric IOL’s in keratoconus - L. Gualdi (Italy) 

9:20-9:28	 Supplementary IOL’s to correct refractive pseudophakic error in irregular corneas 
C. Rocha De Lossada (Spain)

9:28-9:36	 Cataract surgery in keratoconus: tricks and tips for a better outcome - D. Tognetto (Italy) 

9:36-9:50	 GIORGIO VASARI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Cataract surgery after corneal transplant in keratoconus - T. El Naggar (Egypt)

9:50-10:04	 ARTEMISIA GENTILESCHI “INNOVATOR” MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 The optical revolution behind pinhole pupilloplasty for keratoconus - P. Narang (India) 

10:04-10:18 	 LEONARDO DA VINCI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Highlighting AI algorythms power in IOL's implant for Keratoconus - D. Gatinel (France)

10:18-10:45 • ROUND TABLE 
Integrating innovative IOL technologies with cataract surgery  

to restore vision in keratoconus patients
Panelists: T. El Naggar (Egypt), P. Narang (India), A. Franchini (Italy),  

A. Marino (Italy), C. Mazzotta (Italy), A. Mularoni (Italy), M. Nanavaty (Uk),   
C. Rocha De Lossada (Spain), P. Vinciguerra (Italy)
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10:50-13:15 • SESSION 8
PHAKIC IOL'S IN KERATOCONUS: SAFE SOLUTION OR RISKY CHOICE?

President: M. Hosny (Egypt) 
Moderators on the stage: N. Al Raqqad (Jordan), R. Ambrosio jr (Brasil), A. Russo (Italy),  

R. Zaldivar (Argentina)

10:50-11:04	 BEATO ANGELICO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Phakic IOL’s in keratoconus: preoperative assessment, intraoperative challenges and 

results - R. Zaldivar (Argentina)

11:04-11:12	 Predictability of the vault after ICL implantation using OCT and artificial intelligence in 
keratoconus - A. Russo (Italy) 

11:12-11:20	 Toric phakic IOL’s in keratoconus: lessons learned - N. Al Raqqad (Jordan)

11:20-11:34	 IL PERUGINO MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Cornea first: regularizing corneal shape and hoas before IOL’s implantation in keratoconus 

R. Ambrosio Jr (Brasil)

11:34-11:42	 Bioptic procedure: corneal remodeling plus phakic IOL’s implant in keratoconus  
M. Rechichi (Italy)

11:42-11:50	 Cornea after: corneal remodeling in pseudophakic eyes with keratoconus and hoas 
G. Alessio (Italy) 

11:50-11:58	 Surgical tricks and tips in phakic IOL’s implantation for keratoconus - S. Zuccarini (Italy) 

11:58-12:12 	 NICCOLÒ MACHIAVELLI MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Keratoconus in mind: the KIM study - J.L. Güell (Spain) 

12:12-12:26 	 DANTE ALIGHIERI "INNOVATOR" MEDAL LECTURE 🎖
	 Innovations and future of keratoconus therapy - F. Hafezi (Switzerland) 

12:26-13:00 • ROUND TABLE
Unlocking the potential and limits of phakic IOLs  

to expand refractive solutions in keratoconus
Panelists: R. Ambrosio Jr (Brasil), A. Armia (Egypt), C. Cagini (Italy), L. Conti (Italy), M. Fantozzi (Italy), 
H. Kammoun (Tunisia), M. Rechichi (Italy), H. Stanca (Romania), S. Zagari (Italy), S. Zuccarini (Italy)

13:00-13:10 	 WKC 3 PRESIDENT CLOSING REMARKS AND IKS GENERAL SECRETARIAT ANNOUNCEMENTS
On the stage: R. Albertazzi (Argentina), R. Alsaidi (Oman), S. Awwad (Lebanon),  
M. Balidis (Greece), A. Barbara (Israel), M. Hosny (Egypt), C. Mazzotta (Italy),  
M. Shafik (Egypt), M. Sinjab (Uae)



IN GREEN ROOM
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8.30-10.30	 IKS BOARD

10:50-12:00 	 CORNEAL TOMOGRAPHY AND BIOMECHANIC: LET’S HUNT FOR THE MONSTERS
Harnessing advanced imaging and biomechanics to unmask the hidden signatures of 
keratoconus, enabling earlier detection and personalized intervention
Course Director: M. Sinjab (Uae) 
Course Co-Director: S. Awwad (Lebanon) 
Speakers: S. Awwad (Lebanon), S. Chen (China), R. Herber (Germany), C. Roberts (Usa), 
M. Sinjab (Uae), R. Vinciguerra (Italy) 

14:00-17:00 	 FREE PAPERS AND VIDEOS SESSION
The best paper and video authors will be awarded during the Opening Ceremony
Chairman: A. Armia (Egypt) 
Panelists: A. Malandrini (Italy), A. Moramarco (Italy), M. Rechichi (Italy),  
H. Stanca (Romania) 
Best Paper and Video Committee: A. Armia (Egypt), M. Ferrise (Italy), C. Mazzotta (Italy), 
M. Rechichi (Italy), C. Rocha De Lossada (Spain)

14:00	 S. Al Bayati (Uae): Optimized corneal allogenic intrastromal ring segments (CAIRS) 
for the management of keratoconus

14:07	 L. Apa (Italy): The role of the ocular surface in the management of keratoconus

14:14 	  H. Bair (Usa): A keratoconus trials atlas: evolution of crosslinking trial design and 
results reporting behavior

14:21	 G. Budhiraja (India): Comparative study of surgical and non-surgical modalities in 
management of keratoconus at a North Indian Tertiary Centre

14:28	 V. Calabresi (Italy): A systematic quality assessment of online resources on 
keratoconus using the Modified Ensuring Quality Information for Patients (mEQIP)

14:35	 U. Camellin (Italy): Two-years clinical outcomes of theranostic-guided 
transepithelial corneal UV therapy for treatment of progressive keratoconus

14:42	 S. Chen (China): Whole‑genome sequencing identifies novel loci for keratoconus 
and facilitates risk stratification in a Han Chinese population

14:49	 R. Christodoulou (Italy): Evaluation of electron-beamed, pre-cut corneal 
allogenic intrastromal ring segments (e-CAIRS) in a rabbit model: implications for 
biocompatibility and standardized distribution

14:56	 V. Dinu (Romania): Macroperforation management in a DALK for pellucid marginal 
degeneration (PMD) (VIDEO)

15:04	 F. D'Oria (Italy): From algorithms to action: remote transepithelial PRK and 
accelerated CXL as a paradigm of subtractive combined therapy in keratoconus
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15:11	 M. El Askary (Egypt): Mastering the art of RGB fitting in challenging cases of 
Keratoconus

15:18	 R. Fasciani (Italy): KERATOCONUS IN MIND (KIM Study): Observational cohort study 
on the characteristics of patients with keratoconus treated with Corneal Cross-
Linking procedures in routine clinical practice in Italy

15:25	 A.M. García-Albisua (Mexico):  Annular keratectomy assisted by FS laser for 
advanced keratoconus corneal reshaping

15:32	 A. Gheorghe (Romania): Advanced keratoconus- Is it time for a transplant?

15:39	 R. Herber (Germany):  Frequent Reapplication of HPMC-Based Riboflavin solution 
impairs corneal stiffening during UV-light irradiation in CXL procedures 

15:46 	 V. Jünger (Italy): Preoperative tomographic and topographic predictive factors of 
big bubble formation during deep anterior lamellar keratoplasty in keratoconus

15:53	 N. Kapur (India): Inflammation and oxidative stress in ocular allergy-linked 
keratoconus

16:00	 P. Khamar (India):  Can Immune modulators help in stabilizing keratoconus (KC): an 
algorithmic approach

16:07	 M. Lanza (Italy): Corneal biomechanical changes after pulsed epi-off 30 mW/cm2 
corneal collagen crosslinking in progressive keratoconus

16:15	 M. Lombardo (Italy):  Theranostic-guided corneal UV photo-reshaping for 
treatment of keratoconus (VIDEO)

16:22	 S. Maru (India):  Eyelid cosmetics, ocular surface inflammation, and keratoconus: a 
prospective study with a randomized lid-hygiene sub-trial

16:29	 V. Pongo (Peru): IC-8 small aperture IOL in patients with keratoconus and cataract

16:36	 B. Severinsky (Usa):  Predicting dual-elevation scleral lens rotation based on front 
corneal elevation map in keratoconic patients

16:43	 Z. Shah (Pakistan): Doughnut Refractive Lenticule Transplantation (DRLT) 
for advanced keratoconus: a prospective study on visual, topographic, and 
biomechanical outcomes (VIDEO)

16:50 	 BEST VIDEO AND BEST PAPER AWARDS
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17:00-18:00 	 EPIDEMIOLOGY, PERSONALITY TRAITS AND PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH
	 IN KERATOCONUS

Director: A. Barbara (Israel)  
Panelists: F. Aiello (Italy), R. Alsaidi (Oman), L. Conti (Italy)

17:00	 Keratoconus epidemiology in the world - A. Barbara (Israel)
17:10	 Healing trough epidemiology: the path to equity in keratoconus care 

M. Alsaidi (Oman)
17:20 	 Personality traits in keratoconus - F. Aiello (Italy)
17:30	 Psichiatric comorbidities in children with keratoconus - A. Ali (Canada)
17:40	 Discussion

18:00-19:00 	THE LORDS OF THE RINGS
Director: O. Prisant (France)  
Panelists: R. Albertazzi (Argentina), A. Barbara (Israel), J. Alfonso Sánchez (Spain)

18:00	 Mastering keratoconus with non-coincident topographic and comatic axes with 
asymmetric ICRS - H. Kammoun (Tunisia)

18:10	 Mastering keratoconus with VTR: variable thickness intrastromal rings 
A. Mularoni (Italy)

18:20	  Tips and tricks optimizing ICRS functional outcomes in Keratoconus 
J. Alfonso Sánchez (Spain)

18:30	 Mastering keratoconus with variable thickness sinusoidal rings - R. Hosny (Egypt)
18:40	 Mastering duck-type keratoconus with ICRS - E. Coşkunseven (Turkey)
18:50	 Discussion
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9:00-10:00	 INDUSTRY MEETING ADVANCED MANAGEMENT OF IRREGULAR CORNEAS: FROM TOPO-
TOMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS TO CLINICAL TROUBLESHOOTING IN SPECIALTY CONTACT 
LENSES

	 (With the unconditional support of NEW HORIZON)
Speaker: A. Tinti (Italy)
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14:00-17:00 	 SISO-AOPI SYMPOSIUM WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF SOPTI
	 Uniting clinicians, patients, and institutions to build a comprehensive and patient-centered 

approach to keratoconus diagnosis, therapy, and social impact
	 Italian-language symposium

Presidents: T. Avitabile (Italy), N. Rosa (Italy) 
Panelists: A. Calossi (Italy), M. Figus (Italy), C. Gagliano (Italy), A. Montericcio (Italy),  
V. Orfeo (Italy), A. Romani (Italy), F. Simonelli (Italy)

14:00	 Is keratoconus a hereditary disease? What do we answer to the patient and why? 
F. Simonelli (Italy)

14:10	 Psychological approach to keratoconus patients - P. Gheller (Italy)
14:20	 Multimodal diagnosis of keratoconus - M. Ferrise (Italy)
14:30	 Evaluating corneal biomechanics in keratoconus - G. Civiero (Italy)
14:40	 Tonometric evaluation in keratoconus: what should we trust and why?- N. Rosa (Italy) 
14:50	 Floppy eyelid, an under-diagnosed syndrome correlating with keratoconus 

diagnosis and progression - A. Di Maria (Italy)
15:00 	 Diagnosis of ocular surface inflammation and dry eye in keratoconus  

C. Gagliano (Italy)
15:10	 Keratoconus and endothelium, for better or for worse - A.M. Roszkowska (Italy)
15:20	 Beyond lacrimal substitutes: improving contact lenses tolerance in keratoconic eyes 

L. Vigo (Italy) 
15:30	 Soft contact lenses for keratoconus, when and how to apply - F. Lorè (Italy)
15:40	 Rigid gas permeable contact lenses for keratoconus: when and how to apply them 

A. Calossi (Italy)
15:50	 Effects of scleral contact lenses on intraocular pressure: myth or reality? 

L. Spadea (Italy)
16:00	 Refraction in keratoconus - F. Cappellani (Italy)
16:10	 Can certification of contact lens appliers provide greater protection for all?  

M. Frisani (Italy)
16:20	 Medical responsibility profiles in keratoconus therapy for the optometrist and the 

ophthalmologist - V. De Vitto (Italy)
16:30	 Which professional insurance protects us best and why? - T. Avitabile (Italy)
16:40	 Discussion
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17:30-18:30 	 INDUSTRY MEETING CORRECTION OF HIGH-ORDER ABERRATIONS WITH ABERRA-X 
SCLERAL CONTACT LENSES FOR KERATOCONUS AND IRREGULAR CORNEA 
(With the unconditional support of MEDLAC)
Speakers: M. Frisani (Italy), M. Iovino (Italy), D. Petrini (Italy)

Presentation of new technologies available for the correction of residual wavefront 
aberrations in the use of scleral contact lenses
For irregular cornea and for keratoconus
Presentation of the ABERRA-X system
Presentation of medium-term results
Conclusions and analysis of the technology

S AT U R D AY  A P R I L  1 8S AT U R D AY  A P R I L  1 8

9:00-10:00	 INDUSTRY MEETING CORNEAL HOMEOSTASIS AND BIOMECHANICS: FROM SCIENCE TO 
PATIENT CARE 
(With the unconditional support of FIDIA)
Chairman: R. Mencucci (Italy)

The corneal ecosystem: linking inflammation, proteases, hydration and biomechanical 
instability - P.L. Surico (Italy)
Crosslinking and dry eye disease: friends or foes? - C. Mazzotta (Italy)
Iontophoretic CXL in keratoconus: current evidence and unmet clinical needs 
A. Moramarco (Italy)

10:15-13:15 	 SOPTI SYMPOSIUM 
Exploring the latest frontiers in keratoconus contactology and the revolution of aberrometric 
lenses, redefining visual rehabilitation beyond traditional approaches
Coordinators: A. Calossi (Italy), G. Civiero (Italy) 
Panelists: J. Bolivar (Spain), M. Frisani (Italy), P. Gheller (Italy), M. Iovino (Italy),  
K. Katsoulos (Greece), H. Legaria (Argentina), D. Petrini (Italy), P. Soragni (Italy),  
A. Tinti (Italy), B. Tompkins (Uk)
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14:30-18:30	 SKILL LAB COURSE
	 FEMTO-DALK

Executive Coordinator: C. Mazzotta (Italy) 
Technical Director: M. Zagari (Italy) 
Eye Bank Specialist: A. Ruzza (Italy) 
Technical Assistants: I. Battiato (Italy), G. Bona (Italy)

14:30-16:30	 Instructors: R. Fogla (India), C. Bovone (Italy)
16:30-18:30	 Instructors: J. Mehta (Singapore), V. Romano (Italy)
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8:30-12:30	 SKILL LAB COURSE
	 FEMTO-CAIRS

Executive Coordinator: C. Mazzotta (Italy) 
Technical Director: M. Zagari (Italy) 
Eye Bank Specialist: A. Ruzza (Italy) 
Technical Assistants: I. Battiato (Italy), G. Bona (Italy)

8:30-10:30	 Instructors: S. Awwad (Lebanon), A. Moramarco (Italy)
10:30-12:30	 Instructors: F. Lafdjah (France), M. Zagari (Italy)

14:30-18:30	 SKILL LAB COURSE
	 PMMA ICRS 

Executive Coordinator: C. Mazzotta (Italy) 
Technical Director: M. Zagari (Italy) 
Eye Bank Specialist: A. Ruzza (Italy) 
Technical Assistants: I. Battiato (Italy), G. Bona (Italy)

14:30-16:30	 Instructors: A. Armia (Egypt), C. Gordillo (Argentina)
16:30-18:30	 Instructors: O. Prisant (France), M. Zagari (Italy)
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8:30-12:30	 SKILL LAB COURSE
	 CAIRS PRO

Executive Coordinator: C. Mazzotta (Italy) 
Technical Director: M. Zagari (Italy) 
Technical Assistants: I. Battiato (Italy), G. Bona (Italy) 
Eye Bank Specialist: A. Ruzza (Italy) 

8:30-10:30	 Instructors: C. Gordillo (Argentina), A. Kilic (Turkey) 
10:30-12:30	 Instructors: C. Mazzotta (Italy), A. Spinnato (Italy), M. Zagari (Italy)





IN OTHER ROOMS
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9:00-12:00 	 INDUSTRY MEETING 3rd ITALIAN EVO ICL EXPERT MEETING 
(With the unconditional support of STAAR SURGICAL)
Speakers: J. Alfonso Sánchez (Spain), L. Conti (Italy), D. Gatinel (France),  
A. Leccisotti (Italy), L. Mastropasqua (Italy), A. Mularoni (Italy), A. Russo (Italy),  
G. Savini (Italy), R. Vinciguerra (Italy), R. Zaldivar (Argentina), S. Zuccarini (Italy) 

Session 1 - Sizing & Vault optimization: the new frontier
Session 2 - Integrating ICLs into clinical practice: strategies & outcomes 
Session 3 - Round Table: Redefining the paradigm of modern refractive surgery

14:00-15:00 	 INDUSTRY MEETING THE CENTRAL ROLE OF THE OCULAR SURFACE IN THE QUALITY OF 
OPHTHALMIC CARE

	 (With the unconditional support of SIFI)
Moderators: C. Mazzotta (Italy), R. Mencucci (Italy)

Introduction 
Every ophthalmic procedure begins with the ocular surface - C. Mazzotta (Italy)

Lectures
•	 Dry Eye Disease: diagnosis and management in daily clinical practice - R. Fasciani (Italy)
•	 Corneal Cross-Linking and the ocular surface: optimizing the substrate for long-term 

stability - C. Mazzotta (Italy)
•	 Ocular Surface and Glaucoma: the impact of chronic therapies - C. Posarelli (Italy)
•	 The ocular surface as a determinant of outcomes in cataract surgery - R. Mencucci (Italy)
•	 Ocular surface and refractive surgery: patient selection and follow-up - S. Zagari (Italy)
•	 Topical therapies and the ocular surface: choosing today to protect tomorrow 

G. Giannaccare (Italy)

Challenges in the treatment of Acanthamoeba keratitis: overcoming current limitations 
C. Rocha de Lossada (Spain)
Take home-messages - R. Mencucci (Italy)
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15:30-16:30 	 INDUSTRY MEETING THERANOSTIC-GUIDED CORNEAL UV THERAPY: ADVANCING 
PRECISION AND PREDICTIVE TREATMENT OF KERATOCONUS 
(With the unconditional support of REGENSIGHT)
Panel: M. Fruschelli (Italy), M. Hosny (Egypt), G. Lombardo (Italy), M. Lombardo (Italy),  
M. Shafik (Egypt)  

•	 The principles of the theranostic technology platform for treating keratoconus
•	 The clinical evidence supporting the precision and predictability of theranostic-guided 

corneal UV therapy, including epithelium-on, epithelium-off, hybrid and iontophoresis-
assisted approaches

•	 The novel paradigm of theranostic-guided corneal UV photoreshaping through 
spatially controlled riboflavin delivery

•	 Future perspectives of data-driven corneal UV therapies enabling individualized dosing 
and real-time treatment control

F R I D AY  A P R I L  1 7F R I D AY  A P R I L  1 7

17:00-18:00 	 INDUSTRY MEETING KERATOCONUS AND DRY EYE DISEASE: WHEN INFLAMMATION AND 
TEAR FILM INSTABILITY IMPACT CORNEAL BIOMECHANICS 
(With the unconditional support of FB VISION)
Chairmen: C. Mazzotta (Italy), R. Mencucci (Italy)  

17:00	 Keratoconus and dry eye: inflammation as a common denominator 
R. Mencucci (Italy) 

17:15 	 Innovative functional actives from clinical nutrition for keratoconus and dry eye  
G. Scapagnini (Italy)

17:30	 Proteases, ocular surface alterations, and keratoconus: correlations and solutions  
C. Mazzotta (Italy)

17:45	 Discussion
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IN ROOM 9
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10:15-12:30 	 AIMO SYMPOSIUM WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF AICHE
	 The ocular surface in keratoconus: from contact lenses to surgery. From pathophysiology 

to clinical management
	 Italian-language symposium

Presidents: Al. Balestrazzi (Italy), L. Menabuoni (Italy) 
Panelists: An. Balestrazzi (Italy), S. Baiocchi (Italy), R. Fasciani (Italy), R. Lisario (Italy),  
A. Malandrini (Italy), G. Martone (Italy), L. Menabuoni (Italy), C. Orione (Italy),  
D. Petrini (Italy), R. Protti (Italy), P. Soragni (Italy)

10:15	 Introduction and Rationale. Why the ocular surface matters in keratoconus 
Al. Balestrazzi (Italy), L. Menabuoni (Italy)

10:25	 Ocular surface alterations in keratoconus. Inflammation, tear film instability, and 
epithelial changes - R. Fasciani (Italy)

10:35	 Allergy, eye rubbing, and ocular surface stress. Pathophysiology and clinical 
management - S. Baiocchi (Italy)

10:45	 Soft contact lenses and the ocular surface in keratoconus. Impact, complications, 
and preventive strategies - P. Soragni (Italy)

10:55	 Scleral contact lenses: protection or risk for the ocular surface? Indications, limits, 
and long-term effects - D. Petrini (Italy)

11.05	 The role of the Ophthalmologist in managing contact lens wearers 
G. Martone (Italy) 

11:15	 Optimizing the ocular surface before corneal cross-linking. Why surface control 
affects outcomes - A. Malandrini (Italy)

11:25	 Discussion
11:40	 Ocular surface management before and after keratoplasty. From surgical 

preparation to postoperative rehabilitation - R. Protti (Italy)
11:50	 Cataract and intraocular surgery in keratoconus patients. The role of ocular surface 

optimization - An. Balestrazzi (Italy)
12:00	 Communicating ocular surface issues to keratoconus patients. Symptoms, 

expectations, and adherence - R. Lisario (Italy)
12:10	 Final discussion and take-home messages
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BOOTH 29-30
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16:30-18:30	 EYESEE	 EYESEE ARENA POSTER SESSION ARENA POSTER SESSION
Moderators: M. Rechichi (Italy), M. Ferrise (Italy)

16:30	 Outcomes of customised hybrid corneal cross-linking (H-CXL) - M. Abbondanza (Italy)

16:37	 Cross linking and parasurgical therapies - R. Boccia (Italy)

16:44	 Theranostic-guided corneal therapy with epi-off technique for progressive 
keratoconus: one year clinical outcomes and novel predictive insights  
E. Chiavetta (Italy)

16:51	 Management of corneal melting after collagen cross-linking for keratoconus: a case 
report and a review of the literature - N. Di Geronimo (Italy)

16:58	 Preliminary results of the first in human study for the GROSSO® reshaper for 
treatment of advanced keratoconus - E. Grosso (Italy)

17:05	 Epithelial thickness measurement using optical coherence tomography in patients 
treated with intrastromal corneal ring segment implants - A. Estrada (Mexico)

17:12	 Late onset focal stromal degeneration after corneal collagen cross-linking 
L. Mautone (San Marino Republic)

17:19	 Corneal surgical interventions in complex keratoconus: a single-surgeon experience 
from India (2008-2025) - N. Narayanan (India)

17:26	 Artificial intelligence driven  corneal birefringence collagen mapping for refractive 
surgery - G. Pande (India)

17:33	 Long-term outcomes of collagen cross-linking (CXL) in progressive keratoconus: a 
minimum 10-year follow-up - S. Rachapalle Reddi (India) 

17:40	 Bacterial and polimicrobial keratitis following collagen cross linking (CXL) 
R. Rajagopal (India)

17:47	 Advancing efficacy and safety in progressive keratoconus care: one-year clinical 
outcomes of theranostic-guided transepithelial corneal UV therapy - S. Serrao (Italy), 
M. Lombardo (Italy)

17:54	 Clinical and biomechanical outcomes of custom fast epi-on corneal cross-linking in 
an asian population - P.L. Surico (Italy)

18:01	 Asymmetric intrastromal corneal segments in the surgical treatment of keratoconus: 
a literature review - D.A. Sagonenko (Russia)

18:08	 Modification of corneal biomechanics in keratoconus and healthy corneas in 
relation to age, IOP and pachymetry in a north african population: a case - control 
study - B. Omari (Morocco) 

18.15	 Epioff crosslinking using hypo-osmolar riboflavin solution developed for 
iontophoresis epi-on - P. Garimoldi (Italy)

18:22	 Discussion
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GENERAL INFORMATION

CONGRESS VENUE
Palazzo dei Congressi- Firenze Fiera 

Piazza Adua, 1, Florence (Italy)

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
The official language is English. Simultaneous translation is not available. 

ORGANIZING SECRETARIAT & CERTIFIED PCO
JAKA CONGRESSI Srl 

Via della Balduina, 88 - Rome (Italy)
Ph. +39 0635497114

www.jaka.it - info@jaka.it

The presence of speakers from industry is intended solely for scientific and methodological purposes and does not 
constitute, directly or indirectly, any endorsement of companies, products, or technologies by the Congress.

PLEASE NOTE: Due to the complex international situation, the program may be subject to last 
minute changes beyond our control. The organizers wish to thank all speakers and participants for 
their understanding and apologize for any inconvenience. 
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